
Mori, Ashley

From: TedHong <ted@tedhonglaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 20213:42PM
To: Dacayanan, Melissa; Araujo, Jaclyn
Subject: Item #4Connections NewCentury Public Charter School/CBESS (SPP-12-000138) 
Attachments: CBESS.2021.Romeos Presentation forPlanning Commission.docx

Aloha, attached isthewritten testimony foroneofthepeoplewhowillbespeakingonbehalfoftheSchoolduringthe
presentation.  PleaseincludethisfortheCommissioners toreviewandaspartoftheRecord.  

Thanks,  

TedH. S. Hong
AttorneyatLaw

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: Theunauthorized disclosureorinterception ofemailisafederalcrime; 18U.S.C. Sec.  
2517(4).  Thiselectronic message transmission contains information whichmaybeconfidentialorprivilegedbylaw.  The
information isintended solelyfortherecipient, andusebyanyotherpartyisnotauthorized.  Ifyouarenottheintended
recipient, beawarethatanydisclosure, copying, distribution oruseofthecontentsofthisinformation isprohibited.  If
youhavereceived thiselectronic transmission inerror, pleaseimmediately notifytheLawOfficeofTedH. S. Hong, AAL,  
LLLCbytelephone at808-933-1919orbyelectronicmail.  Thankyou.  Pleasevisitourwebsiteatwww.tedhonglaw.com

IRSCIRCULAR 230NOTICE: Toensurecompliance withrequirements imposedbytheIRS, weinformyouthatanyU.S. tax
advicecontained inthiscommunication (orinanyattachment) isnotintendedorwrittentobeused, andcannotbe
used, forthepurposeof (i) avoidingpenaltiesundertheInternalRevenueCodeor (ii) promoting, marketingor
recommending toanotherpartyanytransaction ormatteraddressed inthiscommunication (orinanyattachment).  
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RomeoGarciasPresentationforWindwardPlanningCommission
Date: Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021 9:00AM

ConnectionsPublicCharterSchool BoardofDirectors (Alphabetical)  
KirkBailey, Community Member
Romeo Garcia, PooKumu/Director
ElsieHayashi, Community Member
RonKim, CPCS Parent
AnnaMadrid, CPCS Parent
LibbyOshiyama, Community Member
ShinjiSalmoiraghi, Board President/Community Member
Pamela Thatcher, Faculty Representative
Christina Wilbourn, StaffRepresentative

PuaKaai, Charter School Commission Liaison

SchoolLeadership
Romeo Garcia, PooKumu/Director
B.A., Theater ArtsandRhetoric, Occidental College
M.A., Education: StaffandCurriculum Development, MillsCollege
Doctoral Student, Educational Leadership, MillsCollege (LeaveofAbsence)  

Bio: Romeo Garcia hasworked asaneducator since 1984.  Hebeganhiscareerasan
elementary school teacher intheOakland Unified School District inOakland, California.  
Heworked atMillsCollege inOakland from1986 -2006astheDirector ofFederal TRIO
Programs: Upward Bound andEducational Talent Search andastheAssistant tothe
President. Romeo isco-founder ofARISE Charter HighSchool inOakland. Hehas
beenanEducational Consultant, Executive Director ofthePeralta Community Colleges
Foundation andDeanofSpecial Services andPrograms atMerritt Community
College.  Romeo moved toHawaii Island in2016whereheserved asthePoo
Kumu/Director atLauphoehoe Community Public Charter School.  Romeo hasbeenat
Connections Public Charter School since2018astheVicePrincipal andnowasPoo
Kumu/Director.  

SchoolMission:  Tocreatean 'ohana thatisconducive totherecognition and
development ofindividual talents. Thematic andexperiential learning experiences are
provided thatfocusonhowstudents construct knowledge usingcreative andcritical
thinking.  Classroom experiences areconnected toreal lifeexperiences sothatstudents
cangrowintheunderstanding ofthemselves inrelation totheircommunity andthe
world.  

Connections’ leloNoeau (#203): “ lauhoAohe paukaikeikahok  “ All
knowledge isnottaught inoneschool.”  



GeographicalDistribution
Thisisthebreakdown oftheHawaii County Districts andcities thatthestudents are
frombasedonmailing addresses. Notethattheremaybesomediscrepancy because
thisisamailing address, notaphysical address. Should beasmallamount.  

ThisisaccordingtoHawaiiCountyDistricts: Hilo, Puna, Other.  
Weprovidefreebustransportationtofamiliesthatneedit.  

DistrictNumberPercentage

Hilo 250 69.64%  

Puna 108 30.08%  

Other 1 0.28%  

359 100.00%  

City NumberPercentage

Hakalau 1 0.28%  

HawaiiNat'lPark 2 0.56%  

Hilo 221 61.56%  

Honomu 1 0.28%  

Keaau 52 14.48%  

Kurtistown 11 3.06%  

MtView 24 6.69%  

Pahala 1 0.28%  

Pahoa 18 5.01%  

Papaikou 6 1.67%  

Pepeekeo 21 5.85%  

Volcano 1 0.28%  

359 100.00%  
HIDOEInfiniteCampusDatabase

TotalK-12Enrollment 359
Male 188
Female 171
Special Education 68
504Student Support Plans 19
English Language Learners 28



StudentDemographics
Race NumberPercentage

AmericanIndianorAlaskaNative 10 2.79%  

Black 16 4.46%  

Chinese 2 0.56%  

Filipino 15 4.18%  

NativeHawaiian 138 38.44%  

Japanese 15 4.18%  

Portuguese 15 4.18%  

Samoan 1 0.28%  

White 98 27.30%  

Micronesian 19 5.29%  

Tongan 5 1.39%  

OtherAsian 6 1.67%  

OtherPacificIslander 8 2.23%  

PrimaryNotSelected 11 3.06%  

Total 359 100.00%  
HIDOEInfiniteCampusDatabase

ChildNutrition
SinceConnections serves predominantly low-income families (87.9%) weoffer free,  
nutritious school meals toallchildren through theU.S.Department ofAgriculture Child
Nutrition Program.  During theschool closures caused bythepandemic intheschool
year2020-2021, Connections offered freemeals tostudents intheHilocommunity.  

Grants
Artists intheSchools
REACH - Afterschool Programing
UPLINK - Afterschool Programing, Technology Focus
U.S. Department ofAgriculture - ChildNutrition Program, Community Eligibility
Provision
U.SDepartment ofAgriculture - FarmtoSchool Grant
U.S. Department ofEducation Title1Program
U.S. Department ofEducation - 21stCentury Learning CenterGrant



Partnerships
Akaka Foundation forTropical Forests
Hawaii Afterschool Alliance
Hawaii Agriculture Foundation
Hawaii PK-12Research & Development Consortium, State Innovation Initiative
Hoouna PonoDrugPrevention Program
Kamehameha Schools - Environmental Education Programs
Kamaina Kids
Kohala Foundation
University ofHawaii System - UHandHCC

ConnectionsAlumni
WorkatConnections - Wecurrently havealumni employed inthefollowing positions:  

MathandCulinary Artsteacher whohasbeenteaching atConnections for
years.    

Thecoordinator ofour21stCentury Learning Center grant.   
Two Educational Assistant intheElementary level.  Onealsoworks inour
afterschool program.  
Onestaffperson whoworks inourStudio Shaka AfterSchool Program
Onestaffperson onourfacilities team.  
Twocurrent students whoworkasStudio Shaka AfterSchool Program
coordinators.  

Attend College - Graduates areenrolled inbothUniversity ofHawaii andHawaii
Community College programs. Oneofourstudents, KitNeikirk, iscurrently studying in
Scotland asanexchange student fromtheUniversity ofHawaii.  Hewasfeatured last
week inanarticle entitled BoyWonder. Thisgraduates current research “focuses on
recording andanalyzing thechanges tomitochondria inrelation toknockdownof
genes. Neikirk beganhispost-secondary academic career asahighschool freshman at
only13yearsold, whenhealsostarted classes atcommunity college level. He
graduated highschool fromConnections PublicCharter School inHiloasasophomore,  
theyoungest inhisgraduating class. Heentered UHHiloin2019asa15-year-oldtriple
major inbiology, sociology, andchemistry. Heplanstograduate withhisbachelor
degrees inspring 2023, andfromthereattend medical school tocontinue hisjourney
toward becoming ahealthcare provider.”  

AreintheLocalWorkforce
KTA, Walmart, Mattress Firm, BigIsland Countertops, BedMart, TonyHonda, Target,  
Kawamoto's, Miranda'sCountry Store, Tractor Supply Company, HiloFishCompany,  
PizzaHut, HiloKia, LifeCareCenter, Hamakua Honey, TacoBell, Pho' Viet, N.A.R.S,  
HiloBayCafe, American Eagle, U.H. Hilo, Hapuna Prince Hotel, AlohaMonday's, Home
Depot, HPM, RossDepartment Store.  



VisitCampus Regularly - Because Connections continues tobearesource and
because theyhaveanallegiance totheschool basedontheappreciation theyre for
theirexperience asastudent, wehave regular visits fromalumnioftheschool.  They
comeforfurthersupport and/ortoupdate usontheir lives.    


